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Moh: So maybe just start with your name, where you are from and when you came to 
Scotland 
Linda:	My	name	is	Linda	I	came	from	Sierra	Leone,	a	West	African	country	and	I	came	to	
Scotland	last	year	in	March	2017	and	before	that	I	was	in	Liverpool	for	a	month,	I	was	sent	to	
Glasgow	by	the	home	office.	
Elana: So you did not choose to go to Glasgow, did you want to stay in Liverpool? 
Linda:	No,	I	did	not	choose	because	I	thought	I	would	settle	in	London	but	since	they	sent	me	to	
Liverpool	and	one	morning	without	notice	they	just	knocked	on	my	door	and	they	say	we	are	
taking	you	away	from	here	and	it	was	a	surprised	to	me.	
Moh: So they didn’t let you know beforehand? 
Linda:	No,	normally	they	send	you	a	letter	giving	you	a	notice	my	case	was	different,	they	came	
and	it	was	the	big	boss,	lot	of	families…	I	asked	them	where	am	I	going?	They	told	me:	Scotland	
and	I	told	them,	I	don’t	want	to	go	to	Scotland,	I	know	nothing	about	Scotland.	They	said	you	
don’t	need	to	choose,	you	just	need	to	go	there.	
	
Elana: So did they give you the house here and everything?	
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Linda:	Yes	they	did.	A	furnished	House	with	a	bed	room	and	living	room.	
Moh: and were the conditions here better than in Liverpool? 
Linda:	Yes,	because	in	Liverpool	we	were	living	in	a	big	house	where	we	shared	bathrooms	and	
kitchen.	Here	in	Scotland	I	have	my	own	house,	my	own	peace	to	go	in	and	out	so	it	makes	it	
easier	for	me.	
 
Moh: So when did you leave Sierra Leone? 
Linda:	I	left	in	February	2017.	
Moh: and are they things you miss particularly? 
Linda:	I	miss	my	husband.	
	
Elana: why didn’t he come with you? 
Linda:		He	didn’t	know	that	I	was	coming	because	I	was	running	away	from	family	members.	My	
husband	really	cares	about	us.	It	is	just	like	there	is	a	tradition.	He	tries	to	follow	his	family	
members,	what	they	wanted	to	do	to	my	son,	trying	to	accept	it	because	of	the	tradition.	He	
wants	to	accept	what	the	people	are	telling	him.	So	that	is	the	reason	why	he	is	not	here.	
Moh:	and was it something specific that you didn’t like about tradition?	
Linda:	The	tradition	is	for	men	society	in	our	country,	they	call	it	in	our	local	language	they	
called	it	‘Poro’,	it’s	a	society	for	men.	So	my	son,	they	wanted	to	initiate	my	son	from	the	age	of	2	
to	3.	For	which	they	will	not	give	you	notice	of	it.	So	the	family	member	came	to	me	and	said	
they	would	initiate	my	son	and	I	said	I	didn’t	want	it,	so	when	my	husband	came	back	he	said	
that	is	good	because	he	is	going	to	be	a	man.	I	told	him	I	don’t	want	my	son	to	be	initiated.	
	
Moh: What does that entail? 
Linda:	It	is	a	traditional	mark,	this	is	cutting	of	the	back	from	neck	to	the	hip	they	bleed	from	the	
blade	or	knife,	just	sharp	object,	cut	the	boys	from	the	back	of	the	neck	to	the	hip.		
Moh:	But	why?	
Linda:	It’s	just	tradition.		
Elana:	But..	they	heal	you	after	that?		
Linda:	Yes	so	when	they	cut	that	part	of	the	body	they	put	something	in	there,	like	a	traditional	
medication	that	they	fill	in	it,	when	they	open	one	side	they	fill	it,	when	they	open	one	side	they	
fill	it.		
Because	it	is	a	men	society,	you	yourself,	unless	you	are	there	you	don’t	know	what	is	going	
there.	My	husband	went	through	that	process	but	he	would	never	dare	explaining	to	me	what	it	
was	and	what	is	going	on	there.	
	
Elana: Can you tell us a bit more about your arrival here in the UK? 
Linda:	It	was	not	difficult	but	still	hard	a	bit	because	I	missed	my	flight	and	I	had	to	sleep	at	the	
airport	and	I	told	them	that	I	would	arrive	the	next	day.	
Moh: So did you happen to be in contact with them before like the government. 
Linda:	No.	I	had	issue	at	Heathrow	because	of	my	luggage	and	then	the…	the	person	who	was	
supposed	to	pick	me	up	didn’t	show	up	and	said	he	will	send	his	auntie	to	pick	me	up.	The	
auntie	came	but	they	never	let	the	aunti	take	me	so	my	friend	came.	I	was	hoping	that	the	guy	I	
was	supposed	to	visit	would	help	me	out,	but	my	friend	told	me	“no”	you	have	to	go	to	a	lawyer.	
I	went,	and	he	told	me	everything	about	applying	for	asylum	and	that	they	would	give	me	a	
house	and	money.	
 
	
Moh: How was it after talking to the lawyer? 



	

Linda:	I	did	my	initial	interview	like	a	short	brief	one	and	they	gave	me	the	ARC	Card	(Applicant	
Registration	Card	for	asylum	seekers)	-	that	was	how	I	became…	so	just	a	few	days	
Elana:	after	that	you	went	to	Liverpool?	
Linda:	yeah	
Elana:	did	they	tell	you	before	that	you	are	going	to	Liverpool?	
Linda:	yes	they	did	
	
Moh: How did you find it coming from Liverpool to Scotland? What were your first kind of 
thoughts?? Culture shock? 
Linda:	when	I	came	to	Scotland	I	came	to	the	city	and	I	did	not	see	any	black	people.	
Everywhere	in	the	city	I	see	white	people	and	I	thought	it	is	going	to	be	hard	to	me.I	started	
questioning	myself-	what	is	going	to	happen	to	me?	All	the	negative	stuff	in	my	mind	were	just	
playing	around,	negativity.	But	whenever	I	asked	anyone	for	directions	they	were	willing	to	help	
out	they	were	friendly.	
Moh:	so	it	was	a	pleasant	surprise	then	how	little	dark	skinned	people	are	there	
Linda:	yes	
	
Elana: Since you have been here for a while now, have your thoughts on Scotland 
changed? 
Linda:	I	feel	like	Scotland	is	the	best	place	so	far.	When	I	came	in	2016	I	was	in	London,	it	was	
different.	Scotland	is	the	best	place	i	met	loads	of	lovely	people	because	i	was	allowed	to	do	
voluntary	jobs,	allowed	me	to	do	work	even	though	I	have	a	little	boy.	I	was	allowed	to	work	
and	find	a	babysitter.	It	was	fine	for	me,	the	community	is	lovely	and	they	are	very	kind.	I	think	
Scotland	is	lovely.	
Moh: That’s nice to hear. In the past few months, what was the biggest challenge to 
feeling comfortable and integrating into Scotland? 
Linda:	The	only	challenge	I	was	thinking	was-	when	will	I	be	free?	When	will	I	be	free	to	do	
something	like	education,	because	in	college	you’re	not	allowed	full	time	courses	you	are	very	
limited	to	do	certain	things	and	then	all	of	a	sudden	after	I	went	to	the	interview	they	refused	
me.	I	had	many	flashbacks	and	lots	of	problems,	that	was	my	challenge.	
	
Moh: so they refused your refugee status? Or the actual asylum seeker status? 
Linda:	yes	they	did	refuse	me	and	I	went	to	court.		
Elana:	so	now	it	was	a	one	year	case?	
Linda:	Yeah,	and	the	church	[that	she	volunteers	at]	was	on	my	side,	so	because	my	case	was	for	
me	and	my	son	so.	
Elana: So	now	it	has	been	approved,	what	happens	now?	Do	you	have	to	wait?	
Linda:	I	have	to	wait	for	a	permanent	accommodation,	because	everything	is	going	slow	because	
I	applied	also	for	income	support.	Because	of	my	status	it	went	slow.	I	received	my	status	in	
February	so	I	need	to	wait.	But	I	have	a	place	to	stay	for	now.	The	refugee	council	are	helping	
me.	
Moh:	Have	they	been	helpful?	
Linda:	yes,	they	gave	me	loads	of	information	to	the	child	care	tax	and	benefits	and	helped	me	
open	an	account.	
Moh & Elana:	oh	yes	that’s	so	good	that	they	are	so	helpful.	
	
Moh: When you came to Scotland, do you feel that as a female refugee there are 
different challenges that come with your position? 
Linda:	Being	a	lone	parent	I	was	thinking	a	lot.	I	am	here	alone,	what	if	something	happens	to	
me?	What	if	some	men	come	after	me	when	I	am	alone	in	my	flat.	So	I	was	thinking	about	that.	



	

Moh:	So	you	had	a	feeling	of	unsafety.	Do	you	feel	that	the	refugee	council	or	any	other	
organisation	approached	that	in	any	way	or	addressed	that	problem?	
Linda:	No,	because	I	did	not	tell	anyone.	I	never	let	them	know.		
Elana:	Did	they	ever	offer	support	as	a	single	mother	or	as	a	woman?	
Linda:	No	
Moh:	Do	you	think	that	was	missing?	
Linda:	Yeah		
	
Moh: Moving a bit more to the long term, to the future, what do you hope to have in the 
coming few years in Scotland? 
Linda:	in	the	next	few	years	I	would	like	to	be	a	midwife	and	I	do	not	want	to	be	in	the	benefit.	I	
do	not	want	the	council	to	pay	my	house,	giving	me	money,	I	want	to	work	and	be	a	taxpayer	in	
the	country.		
	
Moh: Do you think there’s a misconception with people thinking that people on benefit 
want to stay on benefit? 
Linda:	I	don’t	think	so.	Everybody	has	their	own	different	circumstances.	Some	people	are	sick.	
But	I	just	think	I	should	contribute	to	the	country,	I	should	give	my	own	taxes.	The	home	office	
how	they’re	giving	me	money...I	just	think	I	should	pay	taxes.	The	same	way	they	are	helping	
me,	I	could	do	with	other	people.	So	the	only	way	that	I	can	help	is	by	working.	
	
Moh: Do you think that working is a good way for integrating into society and culture? 
Linda:	Yeah.	Yeah.	
	
Elana: What about for Peter [pseudonym for her son], what are your hopes for him? 
Linda:	I	would	like	for	him	to	be	a	football	player.	(laughter)	I	would	just	like	him	to	be	a	smart	
boy.		
Moh:	Do	you	believe	that	he’ll	have	better	chances	here	than	in	Sierra	Leone?	
Linda:	Of	course.	There	is	great	chances	for	him	to	be	successful	here.		
	
Elana: Is there anything else you want to tell us about your experience? 
Linda:	The	process	gets	frustrating.	And	it	makes	you,	if	you	having	a	lot	of	problems,	like	
problems	of	running	away	from	home,	it	makes	you	remember	a	lot	if	it.	It	makes	you	think,	I	
want	to	go	home,	what	is	this?	The	home	office	kept	telling	me	they	will	take	me	home.	If	you	
don’t	have	a	case	anymore,	they	will	take	you	home.	Or	if	the	case	is	ceased,	they	will	stop	giving	
you	money	and	you	become	destitute.		
	
Moh:	How	long	is	your	case?	
Linda:	My	case	was	11	months.	I	was	happy	because,	it’s	only	God	that	did	it	for	me.	Because	I	
was	thinking	I’ll	be	in	the	process	for	5	years,	I’ve	met	lots	of	people	who	have	been	here	for	7	
years,	for	3	years,	so	I	just	concentrate	on	that.	I	will	just	go	to	college,	start	doing	social	care,	so	
I	waited	for	a	college	and	started	doing	social	care.	I	told	myself,	let	me	do	something.	Instead	of	
staying	at	home,	and	spending	time	with	myself,	let	me	go	do	something	better.	So	lucky	for	me	
enough,	it	just	took	11	months.		
	
Moh:	And	in	those	11	months	you	had	a	fear	of	being	sent	home?	
Linda:	Yeah.	Especially	because	I	am	reported	at	the	home	office	every	month.	So	whatever	is	
gonna	happen	is	gonna	happen.	



	

Moh:	I	remember	you	said	on	the	street	when	you	felt	like	an	outsider,	and	you	weren’t	that	
comfortable	around	only	white	people,	but	when	you	asked	people	on	the	street	for	advice,	they	
helped	you.	Do	you	have	an	example	of	that?	
	
Linda::	Yeah	like	I	met	a	guy,	the	guy	told	me	to	be	careful,	I	should	not	be	responding	to	
people’s	negative	words	about	me,	because,	some	people	are	crazy.	Because	they	are	always	
drinking,	so	you	should	be	careful.		
 
Moh: If there’s one thing you could say to the Scottish people, what would it be? 
Linda:	I	would	like	to	tell	people	that	Scotland	is	the	best	place	to	live.	Scotland	has	the	best	
people.	The	best	place,	with	some	lovely	people.		
	
I	just	want	the	people	who	are	doing	the	applications	to	know	that	everyone	is	a	human	being.	
Everyone	should	be	treated	equally.	No	one	is	illegal.	No	one	is	illegal.	Listen	to	people,	and	
know	their	faces.	Sometimes	people	are	just	lead	by	what	know	from	other	people	who	have	
heard	the	story.	It’s	a	lie.	Everyone	should	be	heard	and	treated	well.	
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