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Notes from the Curatorial team

Welcome to COLOURS of Edinburgh’s 2019 exhibition Lives 
in Transit: written accounts and artistic expressions of 
refugee stories. This exhibition displayed the work of 11 local 
and international artists each providing their own perspec-
tives on the transitory lives and experiences of migration. 
Here art is used as a vehicle for self-expression which 
transgresses borders, language and experience. 

Through this event we aimed to create a platform for under-
represented voices of newcomers and challenge the mis-
conceptions of refugees so often spread by the media. One 
could emerge oneself into the accounts of 7 New Scots; 
learn about their journeys and their adaptation to a culture 
that is often so different from their own. 

As of this year there have been 70.8 million individuals who 
have been forcibly displaced worldwide (UNHCR, 2019). This 
event presented you with the personal accounts of a few of 
these.
By reading the stories of certain individuals we aimed to make 
these figures feel more real and personable.



Notes about COLOURS
Of Edinburgh 

We are a social enterprise which creates a platform for the 
stories of refugees and asylum seekers through art, research 

and digital media.

The exhibition, alongside a research-heavy educational cam-
paign prior to the event, educated people on the challenges 

facing refugees across Scotland, through hearing their stories 
and learning about their experiences.

 

Additionally, we wanted to explore the more positive views, 
hopes and ambitions of refugees here in 

Scotland, and share this with the public. We carefully moni-
tored our success in the educational campaign through online 

analytics to ensure we reached and educated as many people 
as possible throughout Scotland.



“powerful images conveying such an important series of 
stories”

- Quote from a visitor



Khaled Dawwa

1.Solitude

Terracotta

£ 1350



Khaled Dawwa

2. Fragility

Wood & Terracotta

22x22cm

£ 650 

3.Individual Cell

Wood & Terracotta

22x22cm

£ 650 



“I will blow up, everything inside of 
me is on the brink of exploding 
Close your eyes and imagine that 
you are in a space of no more than 
half a
square meter,
Surrounded by piles of human be-
ings in this small area.
Imagine yourself living all the details 
of your daily life, eating, drinking, the
cold, the suffering, the nostalgia, 
illness, singing, sleeping, breathing, 
painting,
starving, cursing, dying all in this one 
space.
Compressed  I cannot get out.
In this space, I have no boundaries.
The bodies of others are my own.
His hand moves. It is my hand. It is 
his hand. It is our hand.
“Do not move” you are not allowed 
to move.
Compressed. 
I want to sleep “Learn to sleep 
standing.”
I want to scream or maybe to cry  
“I do not mind as long as you do not 
make a
sound.”
Compressed 
He dies near me  we all die.
Imagine yourself here
What day are we?
I want to know the time I want to 
become deaf.
I no longer remember their faces  I 
want my mother  I dreamed of her 
today.
I want to get out  I’ll marry all the 
women of the world when I get out.

Compressed 
You are here now someone else is 

over there .
Thousands of others are over there 

probably for eternity. “

-Khaled Dawwa 2015



Hussein Al Krad

4. Displaced Woman 

32x42cm Acrylic on Paper
£ 100 

A Syrian woman is displaced from her     
village to the vastness of earth with her 
two children after having lost everyone 
else. She remains alone and homeless.

6. Torture in the enemy’s prisons

44x35cm Acrylic on Paper
£ 100 

A young woman is naked and tied up in prison. 
Some men who are being tortured are watching 
her, heartbroken. There is also a goat watching 
in bewilderment. This what you get if you de-
mand freedom.

5. Death of Alan Kurdi
40 x 30cm

£ 60 



Hussein Al Krad

7. A portrait of me crying for my homeland

38x28 cm Acrylic on Paper
£ 100 

The tragedies and destruction including that 
of my own house which was totally destroyed 
(three floors) I also lost 42 oil paintings with 

varying dimensions.

8. Scream for freedom

35x 26 cm Acrylic on Paper
£ 80 

They raise their hands to the sky and 
shout demanding freedom in hopes that 

the heavens would help them in their 
demand, doing so in vain. Injustice and 

oppression had killed their hopes in free-
dom and a better life.



9. House in Ruins

32x22cm Acrylic on Paper

£ 80 

A woman is sitting in front of the ruins of 
her house. Her house has been  bombed, 
killing her entire family. She’s all alone 
now with no house or family.

Hussein Al Krad



Sara Lopez

10. Planting flowers in a refugee camp 

Photography 16x24 inches.

£ 80 

These photographs were taken 
inside of the Za’atri Refugee Camp 

and in an informal refugee set-
tlement along Jordan’s Northern 

border with Syria. Many refugees 
living in the larger camps have re-
located to smaller informal settle-
ments because of overpopulation 

and the desire for more freedom in 
daily life. The residents in this par-
ticular informal settlement have a 

land agreement with the farm own-
er that enables them to live on the 
land for free in exchange for their 

labour.



11. Syrian children walking past a neigh-
bor’s house in an informal refugee 
camp, 

Photography 16x24 inches.

£ 80

Sara Lopez



Carlos Herraiz

12. Traces of Memory  

Print of photo negative with ink

25.5 cm x 17 cm

 £ 80 each

14. Traces of Memory13. Traces of Memory



17. Traces of Memory16. Traces of Memory

In his photos Herraiz 
wanted to explore 
the idea of home, of 
nostalgia and of re-
membering. Remem-
bering how memories 
keep us connected 
to previous times, 
smells, feelings... But 
do memories remain 
intact over time? Or 
do they lose strength 
until they become 
an abstract reflex of 
that memory, a mem-
ory of a memory? 
Herraiz met with one 

of the newcomers 
named Yehya who 
was interviewed 
by our research 
team. Many of 
the themes he 
explores within 
these photos are 
inspired by con-
versations with 
Yehya.

15. Traces of Memory

Carlos Herraiz



Carlos Herraiz

18. Traces of Memory

19. Traces of Memory



Natasha Karam

24. Dreams float from the sky to the sea. 

Photography
60 x 30 cm

£ 80
Dreams fall from the 

sky to the sea
The sea and the sky 
are uncertain bridges

Taking you from the 
stars to obscurity
They have always    
received travellers

The sky is beautiful   
The sea is beautiful

But one is infinite 
and the other can be 

deadly
And then, a glimpse, 

sometime, some  
where

Slowly falls into the 
longing hands

of one of the many 
nameless travellers



Photos of the exhibiton 2019



Photos of the exhibiton 2019



We would like to thank everyone for their participation  in this project. 

If you are interested in any of the pieces for sale please contact 
Orson Gard via Coloursofedinburgh@gmail.com 


